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July 25, 2003

Weld County Commissioners

David Long, Glenn Vaad, Rob Masden, Bill Jerke and Mike Geile

P.O. Box 758

Greeley, Colorado 80632

Dear Commissioners,

On behalf of the Colorado Coalition of Adoptive Families (COCAF), I wish to state our concern regarding the removal of six siblings from the Miller home, a foster and pre-adoptive home in Weld County, by the Weld County Department of Social Services (DSS) on July 17, 2003.  The six children had been living with the Millers for almost four years (since November of 1999), and the Millers were in the process of adopting the children.  DSS had attempted to remove the children in a similar fashion eleven months previously; however, the Millers were able to keep the children in the home at that time until an emergency hearing could be scheduled.  At the emergency hearing (October 2002) District Court Judge Roger Klein stated that no child was to be removed from the Miller home until a full court hearing could be conducted.  Judge Klein also mandated that the family and DSS participate in court-facilitated mediation prior to the court hearing; the mediation was initially set for October 15, 2002.  DSS has since requested that the mediation be postponed on three separate occasions, based on the declared need for various therapeutic evaluations of the parents and children.  The mediation was next scheduled for Friday, July 18, 2003; however, as stated above, the six children were removed from the home by DSS the day before the scheduled meeting (please see enclosed attachment for timeline).  At the mediation, the Weld County attorney stated that DSS had made up their mind that the children would not be returned to the Miller family, and that there was nothing to mediate.  Incongruously with this drastic action, there have been no protective issues that we know of, or that the Miller family has been informed about.

It would be devastating for healthy children to be uprooted from the only family they’ve known for almost four years, and we would hope that if this had to be done, it would truly be based on an emergency situation and would be conducted in as thoughtful and empathetic a manner as possible.  However, the manner in which DSS removed the children from the Miller home was contraindicated even by the expert on whose evaluation DSS based the children’s removal.  These are traumatized, psychologically damaged and fragile children, and we are very concerned that the manner in which they were removed has and will continue to cause additional, significant trauma.  

The DSS expert did not recommend removal of two of the children, and we hope that you will be able to support the Millers in having these two children returned to the family pending further court action.

Finally, the Miller family has acted in good faith in trying to work within the requirements specified by Judge Klein.  They have attended all mediations, and completed all evaluations required by DSS.  We are concerned that DSS decided to forego the mediation process and instead proceed with an emergency removal, when the children had been with the family for 3 ½ years without incident.  It would appear that the good-faith approach for DSS would have been to participate in the mediation, and work with and support the family in whatever decision was made.  If one party holds this much power, it appears to make the mediation approach moot, and it will be difficult for COCAF as a statewide advocacy organization to support the concept of mediation between families and departments of social/human services.

We are very concerned that the children’s best interests were not paramount in this situation.  Thank you for your time on this matter.  Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Deborah Cave

President, Colorado Coalition of Adoptive Families (COCAF)

303.412.4911 (w)

cc: 
COCAF Board of Directors


The Honorable Judge James Hartmann, Jr.


The Honorable Judge Roger Klein


The Honorable Judge Robert Lowenbach

Judy Griego, Weld County DSS Director


Chris Karl, Weld County DSS Supervisor


Weld County Child Protection Citizen Review Panel


Weld County Representative Kevin Lundberg


Gayle Ziska Stack, Director, Administrative Review Division

Colorado State Foster Parent Association


Jeff Koy, Miller Attorney


Sandy Blaylock, Chief of Staff, Office of Lieutenant Governor
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